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Sarav/ati of the Arya Samaj, whose watchwords were "Back to the
Vr.das " and 'b Arya^than for Aryans ". Thi latter, Sir Valentine Chirol
remarked, ''has sometimes barely disguised more than a merely
platonic desire to see the British quit Incrn " Tiic Arya Sam*j played
a b:^ role in preaching the purer doctrine- of early Hinduism, diseou.
raging idolatry and relaxing the bondage of caste. Its influence on the
movement for throwing off the shackles from India's limbs was also
very considerable.

Of the Hindu revival in Bengal, the ^atest apostle was Swami
Vivekananda (1363-1902), founder in 1397 of a body known as the
Ramakrishna Mission to propagate the principles pronounced by his
master, the mystic Ramakrishna Paramhamsa (1 334-86). The keynote
of Vivekananda's teaching was that the identity of the soul with the
Supreme Being can be attained not only by passive contemplation, but
by active selfless service. Vivskananda was the most impressive and
picturesque figure at the Chicago Parliament of Religions in 1893,
where in a historic speech he referred to the unity of all religions and
swept the audience into unprecedented enthusiasm. He stood out as
the champion of the spirituality of India against the materialism of
the West, and he was acclaimed as the organ voice of India's national
aspirations. " We must," he proclaimed, " conquer the world through
our spirituality and philosophy. We must do it or die. The only con-
dition of Indian national life, of unashamed and vigorous national life,
is the conquest of the world by Indian thought". He was, however,
a stern critic of his own country and said that no country could boast
of spirituality with millions of people dying of hunger, with the curse
of untouehability and the oppression of women. "Oh India," he
apostrophised, "wouldst thou, with these provisions only, scale the
highest pinnacles of civilisation and greatness ? Wouldst thou attain,
by means of thy disgraceful cowardice, that freedom observed only
by the brave and heroic. . . . Oh Thou Mother of strength, take away
my weakness, take away my unmanliness, and make ma a man! " His
message to India may Abe summed up in his famous utterance:
11 Above a'1, be strong! Bs manly ! I have respect even for one who
is wicked, so long as he is manly and strong ; for his strength will one
day make him give up his wickedness and bring him into the truth/'5

This evangelist of India's long-lost glory, " himself a true poem",

s " Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda", S vols. deserve careful study;
there are some interesting extracts in "Changing India", op. cit. pp. 106-16; See,
in this connection, Valentine Chirol, "Indian Unrest", and J. N. Farquhar,
" Modern Keligious Movements in India."